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286 Reviews of Books M - v - H - E - 

Conditions of Progress in Democratic Government. By Charles Evans 
Hughes. [Yale Lectures on the Responsibilities of Citizen- 
ship.] (New Haven: Yale University Press; London: Henry 
Frowde, Oxford University Press, 1910. 123 p. $1.15) 
This book consists of four lectures delivered at Yale University when 
the author, now an associate justice of the United States supreme court, 
was governor of the state of New York. The first lecture sets forth 
what should he the attitude of the college-trained citizen toward his 
community. He should sympathize with democratic ideals, and not 
merely be favorably disposed toward kindred spirits. Real democracy 
is denned as being more than good will toward one's neighbors; it is 
activity to the full extent of one's talent and opportunities for the com- 
mon weal. The second lecture emphasizes the need of administrative 
efficiency in the state, a need which becomes more pressing as govern- 
mental activities increase. The last two lectures deal with the subject 
of political parties. The author regards two great parties in our gov- 
ernment as a necessity and believes that their disintegration into small 
and ineffective groups would be disastrous. Every citizen should join 
some party, but his loyalty to his party should not exceed his patriot- 
ism. The abuses of party rule are not overlooked, but they are not re- 
garded as incurable. As means of securing greater efficiency in govern- 
ment and correcting the evils of partisan misrule the author proposes 
the concentration of responsibility, a shorter ballot, the extension of the 
merit system, less carping criticism of public officials by a hostile press, 
more independent voting, direct primaries, and publicity with regard to 
campaign contributions. The author's viewpoint is always sane and 
practical. He manifests great confidence in the ability of American 
citizens to develop higher standards of efficiency and justice in demo- 
cratic government ; and it is interesting to note the wide adoption, with- 
in the four years since these lectures were delivered, of many of the 
political reforms which he therein champions. Although the lectures 
were intended primarily for an audience of college men, the work for 
this reason loses none of its interest or importance for the general reader. 

William 0. Scroggs 

Popular Government, its Essence, its Permanence, and its Perils. By 
William Howard Taft, Kent professor of law, Yale Univer- 
sity. (New Haven: Yale University Press; London: Hum- 
phrey Milford, Oxford University Press, 1913. 283 p. $1.15) 
In this brief discussion of these new phases of constitutional and legis- 
lative reform in American polities, the author has apparently been more 
zealous than fortunate in his point of view and in what he has attempt- 



